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Shiv Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray will
tour Jalgaon and Dhule on July 12 to
take up the issues of farmers.

Oil repurposing policy to be created

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAL, JULY 7

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has decided to for-
mulate a policy to do away
with adulterated cooking
oil. The government is
looking at the option of
using this oil as biodiesel.
The aim of the policy is to
use cooking oil in multiple
ways and eradicate adul-
teration. “The govern-
ment is working on a poli-
cy that will eradicate adul-
teration of used cooking
oil by using it as a feed-
stock for bio diesel which
reduces pollution,” said
co-operation minister
Subhash Deshmukh in
Mumbai on Friday.

“This will also create
employment opportuni-
ties in the collection of
used cooking oil and
attract new investments in
the biodiesel sector,” Mr

IMPACT

Public Belatiom P Lud

Deshmukh said. He was
speaking after flagging of
a ‘Biodiesel Driveathon’,
an awareness campaign in
the form of biodiesel car
rally from Mumbai to
Pune.

The rally was conducted
by the Biodiesel
Association of India
(BDAI), a non-profit
national association rep-
resenting the biodiesel
industry. The initiative by
the BDAI highlights the
harmful effects of used
cooking oil (UCOs) on the
public health. At the same
time, UCO is an indige-
nous feedstock for
biodiesel that will create
four MT capacity and
more than ten lakh jobs,
the association said.

Speaking on the initia-
tive, Sandeep Chaturvedi,
BDAI President, said,
“Lack of awareness has
led to parallel UCO market
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leaking into the food
chain. Larger public par-
ticipation, supported by a
national legislation, would
be required to fight this
common cause. UCOs
should be sold only to
authorised collection
agencies as this will
ensure their elimination
from our food chain.”
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BIODIESEL OUT
COOKING OIL
sed cooking oil is
U one of the eco-
nomical sources
for biodiesel produc-
tion. However, the
chemicals formed dur-
ing frying, such as free
fatty acid and some
polymerised triglyc-
erides, can affect the
transesterification
reaction and the
biodiesel properties.
Apart from this phe-
nomenon, the
biodiesel obtained
from waste cooking oil
gives better engine
performance and
fewer emissions when
tested on commercial
diesel engines.
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